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Southgate Recreation & Park District (the District) appreciates your concern for the condition of 

the parks and landscape corridors. We take all complaints seriously and address issues to the best 

of our ability. There are some important reasons why the District has had to make dramatic 

changes in the normal maintenance and watering of our parks. 

1. 20% State Water Conservation: The District is acting in compliance with a minimum 

20% water conservation, as ordered by the Governor. The State of California declared a 

State of Emergency projecting that 2014 will be the driest year on record.  The State’s 

Drinking Water Program is identifying communities that may soon experience shortages 

of drinking water. At least a 20% conservation has been asked of all Californians and we 

encourage you and your neighbors to do your part in conserving our most precious 

resource. We are continuing to water the parks regularly, but major cutbacks have been 

made. Please visit water.ca.gov and click on the “drought” button for more information.  

2. Increased Water Costs: In addition to complying with the State restrictions, water costs 

have nearly doubled in the past four years. The cost per gallon of water has increased 

significantly.  Also, because of the ongoing drought, the District has had to use much 

more water than during normal rainfall years. Revenue from property taxes and 

assessments has not increased to pay for the additional expense. There has been no 

assessment increase on the 120,000 residents who support the funding of parks and 

landscape corridors in the area since it was formed in 1991. District staff identified areas 

where water could be reduced having the least impact on the recreation usage by the 

community.  

3. Unseasonable Hot Weather: The unseasonably hot weather coupled with high winds, 

has also damaged the vegetation. Early in the season, at the end of April, the region 

experienced triple digit temperatures and hot winds which hurt the already stressed 

greenery. Unfortunately, we will not be able to keep everything green this summer 

because of these extreme conditions and the effect they have on the reduced water plan.  

This explanation is to help clarify the District’s plan to abide by State Water Restrictions, reduce 

the District’s water costs and maintain the parks while battling extreme hot weather. Please be 

patient with us as we try to manage your most valuable resource. We have done an excellent job 

over the years maintaining our parks and keeping them green; unfortunately, we must change the 

way we maintain the parks. Please continue to contact us if you see anything we should attend to.  


